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standing 18 of the best, It was
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wigses such evideoee 18 not easy
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challenged and 1psulted moral sen-
timent, The other ease apainst
him ecapvot resch o flonl  result
until satter the cominge state enm
paign  or the present he is free
antd, ns to hitm, the people are nelp
less,  They will tarn to the bus
ness of decluring In couventions
and ut the p s { 1]|n_‘.' will not

tolerarte in oftice any mun who bears
the of 1 i8
suspeoted of sympathy with graft,
Whut the law’s delays and technie.
alities preveut them from doing |
they will do to the best of their
ability by voicing their convictious
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may be
but if
that is the eare, so much the worse
for the law! For such judieinl
history 13 bringing law and luw |

courts into the greatest contempt
with the sovereigu people. Inthis
the trial of the prince of

the eourt reverses the ver

last case,
boodle,
diet rendered in Judge Hockaday's
court, and sets the condemned wan
free upon two poiots. Fiest, the
court holds that the
anthorizing the Board of Health to|
let coutraets for the reduetion of |
garbage is invalid,
no one could bribe a
the Board of Health,
saying to act uuder that ordinance.
Second, that this partienlar ordi-
nance has not been signed by the
Mayor and waz not a law at all,
even an iovalid law, and that Doe

tor Chapman had no power or
anthority to do what the boudler

was trying to bribe them to do.
If this is trune, what a reflection
vpon the defendant’s intelligence.
The idea of a man so shrewd offer-
ing money to & public official for a
gervice which the law did not re-
quire or empower him to perform !
Furthermore, the court owes this
man an apology for thinking him
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wlieh are admatted, money was

offered to influence the action of at
lenst two members of this board—
to do n thing which they were not
legally authorized to perform, The
Supreme Court chooses to eay that,
there wag vo valid law au.
thorizing this particular act, there.
fore there was no bribery. [
Doctor Chapman was an officer
of the city; he did pass upon the
contracts asked for, in fact, hlll|
not in law; to all intents and pur-
poeses, =0 far as both parties to the
the ecity are
cerned, it wag de jure ns well as de
facto;

transaction and ¢on-

therefore it is not a good

wis invalid and the offiem]l not
legally required to vote for con-
tracts asked nonder it.

Letters  in  the Kansue City
Times: In rendering tike devision |
of the Missouri supreme court in

the ense of Edward Butler, eonvict-

¢d briber. | have endeavored to
fignre ont some logieully parallel
cases, calenlated to extend the
henefits of the ‘jllli.;".,'H_\' over
wider feld of usefulnoss For
ample, 1 thought of a possible de
eision ke this:
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“It appenrs from the evidene
that the defendant, Rastus, wus
operating at the time of his alleged

offense in o very dark storeroom,
to which hisown unmitigated black- |
|vess added density, and, forther, |
that the netunl ae nt ilegality was
performed wuhm the precinets of
a refrigerator which by renson of |
its location aud environment, must
Linve still darker than the
roow iu which 1t stood, even with

been

the ebon }.1~1'|~ supervened.  The
defendunt, as shown by the evi-
fhlut'l'. Wils pu--l\-\rtl of a larg e
family, |'::1; wetite tor chieken, and |
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| was 1o seenre therefrom a pltll ked |

and dressed chicken with whie
eilm the hunger of

h to|
himself and
Owing
exireme darkness surronnd-
ing the clrenmstanees, only u mea

ger part of which ean be attribured |
to the presence of the defendant
himself, his groping hand seized
the carcass of a duck almost simul
toneously with the utterance of the | |
sonnd of hastily approaching foot-

steps,  Further exploration of llwI
vefrigerator seeming, by reason of |
thi= interruption, to be impracti

enble, the bhand of the defendant,
[ Rustus, clung to the duek and he
fled, only to be afterward captured
in compuoy with the same, Thus
it appedrs that, meditating s chick
en, the defendant nervously wade
way with a duek, of the purloining
of which he had, in intent, been
nbsolutely innoeent, The order of
the court that the defendant,
Rustus, be discharged frem ecus-
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Platte Ihl'
| Mis=onri 'h'pu*rm court on Wednes-
day revegpsed the finding of the
lower eoufrt in the case of Ed Bnt-
ler, the Nt. Lonis pohtician, who

County Gazette:

I\hl* tried some time ago in the eir-
euit court of Boone eounty, and

convieted of bribery, and sentenced

to three yeurs in the pevitentiary,

The supreme conrt not only revers.
Led the finding of the lower conrt,

but discharged the defendant, Ihu«
cloging Lhe euse. The decision of |
[the conrt was baged vpon the law
| which provides that conviction for
bribery ean only be had where the
purty receiving the fee 1s the ofli-
cel in eontrol of the

contraets =ounght to e secured ]'.\'
the pnyment of the bribe, It was |
shown  that Butler offered the!

woney o the wrong man and thus
ercdaped, Batler foxy,
Maybe he konew all the time whom

I8 pretiy

he was offering the money to
Marshall Demoernt News:

| Butler, not the fucts
npon which o jury of Booue connty
Farmers found him guilty of bribery
and seatenced him to
[in the penitentiary,

decision

(questioninge

Inree years

law, Yet he will be

guilty before God
Me. Folk is not disconraged,
bt will prosecute Bd Butler

the more vigor

held
{morally and
mnu.,
with
in the other

in which Buatler is aecused of ul]»|

cise

ing the members of the house com |

bine in St. Loms $47,500 for their
votes in favor of the eity lighting
scheme, to be
firet; in
fuet, the evidence svems to be son
e lusive,

This case is saud

mueh stronger than the

Holden Enterprise:
and Burgess of the snpreme court
No his conviection was all
wrong as he only tried to bribe
man, Dr. Chapmnn, who was not
a member of the board that award
ed the contracts. The work of the
boodle gaug has passed through
the courts and is now up to the|
people.  How do you stand on it?
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The St. Joseph News and Press:

tody."

That seemwed rational enongh at
first, bnt after some thought
could see where some famous jurists

|<m|hl kiek such a decision full of

For
he
between a eaxe in which one ernmi
nil got the wrong ftowl from the
right ice box, und one in which an-

hioles, example, how can

there any reasoopuble analogy

,[other eriminal got the right fowl

frow the wrong ice box?
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Plattsburg Leader:
lof Missouri will
| that the supreme court hag found
technical points of law such as to

The people

regret to learn

justify the court, in its own opin-
ion, for setting Butler free, There
18 & general belief that Butler was
gnilty, The testimony of
witnesses proved vhat he had offer-
ed money to members of the hoard
of health for the garbage contract,
It uow appears that the board of
health was not the proper body to
let the contract, although for time
ont of mind it had been considered
to be the board's duty and they
had exercised the power. So that
even if Butler did bribe some of
the board, or try to, he is not
guilty of a erime—according to the
supremse court.

There are one or two other tech-

good

1!

The decision of the supreme court
|is certainlr astouishivg, It says
|||| effect that there 18 no punish-
went nnder the law for attempted
bribery if the briber approsches
an officinl who eaunot deliver] the
goods, or if he offers a bribe for

benefits under a law before that
law is enacted.
I'ulton Sun: This action has

put Judge Jumes B, Gantt out of
the probabilities for,Governor, and
yet one must admire his fidelity to
that which he considered duty,
In adhering to whuat he censidered
u striet interpretation of the law,
Judge Gantt has antagonized an
aronsed public sentimeunt, has lost
i good chanee to become Governor
and has invited thelsevere eriticism
of the pulpit, rostrum and press,
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| THE “GUMMER'" EXPLODED,

| From the Ashland Bugle :—John
Oug waz badly hurt last Friday.
He was gamming a saw, when the
gummer exploded, a piece striking
him in the face, knocking out a
lower front tooth and cutting his
lower lip wide open, Dr, W. R.
Smith was called np by 'phone and
hastened to assistance of the injur-
ed man, who is now all right but
suffering considerably.
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b Chrlstmas Exhibit

‘%} Has been prepared with greatest care for the beneflt
of Christmas shoppers bent on presenting to their men
friends and relatives tokens of good will. Gifts that
men appreciate, and doubly so when exhibiting marks
of good taste and refinement,.

Our unequaled showing of the newest in correct
dress for men will make this an interesting task.
There is also a satisfying assurance that every article
is exactly as represented—the best of its kind and at
the lowest possible price.

We invite you to visit our store befors buying and
look at the exquisite display of _ ceseng®,

Driving Gloves,

Hats and Caps,

Suit Cases,

Smooking Jackets. or
House Coats,

Bath Robes,

White and Fancy Vests,
Sweaters,

Silk and Linen
Handkerchiefs,

Full Dress Protectors, _
Etc., Etc.

| &

Neckwear,

Dress Shirts,
Day S irts,
Nix{hl‘ Robes,
Pajamas,

Silk Suspenders,
Silk Umbrellas,
Street Gloves,
New designs in Mufflers
Collars and Cufis,
Silk and Fancy
Hosiery,
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Store open every night until Christmas

JOE. & VIC. BARTH,

THE BIG CLOTHIERS

- 817, 819 and 821 Broadway,
2‘. COLUMBIA, - = = = MISSOURI.
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Masons at Hinton.
Hinton, Mo., Dec, 17,—At 2
o'clock p. m, above date, the follow-
| ing Master Masons in good standing
[ et at their Hull in Hinton, Mo.:
A. W. Barnes, J, T. Wingo, C,
W. Newman, T. H. Stone, 1. T. 8.
Kewmper, J. G. Kelly, Jasper Phil-
[ lips, J. W. Pallock, I. R. Davis,
[ Isane Alspach, Stephen Mareh,
| Robert Goldsbery, Brother W, H,
| Carpenter, D. D, G. L., present.
The following officers were elected :
'A. W. Barnes, W, M.; J. T.
|\Vingn, 8. W.; C. W. Newman,
{J. W.; T. H. SBtone, Treasurer; T.
T. 8. Kemper, Secretary; J.
| Kelly, 8.D.; J. A. Phillips, J.
|I. R, Davis, 8, 8.; R. M, Golg
bery, J. 8.; J. W. Pollock, Tyld
The officers were duly installed I
Brother W. H, Carpenter. Reg
lar meeting 1st and 3rd Saturde
nights in each month.

Calendar for @4

Four handsome plagues represen
ing the seusons and a Calends
Plague for 18904 have been executbs
for the Malt-Nutrine Dept. of t
Anheuser-Busch Brewing Assool
tion, according to the designs ¢
pocially painted by the celebrate
color artist, Mr. A. von Bus
They will, make beautiful decor
tions for the home and can be p

oured by remitting 26c to the Malf
Nutrine Dept., Anheuser-Busch
Brewing Ass'n, Bt. Louis, Mo,

The sign of & Good ,Bhoe—"C,
Miller.”
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Illcm. Joseru W. FoLk, the Famous Boodle Prosecutor, of St. Louis.

— By eourtesy of Missouri Btateoman
.



